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Federal Member for Leichhardt

27/02/2025

Entsch Exposes Sham Conservation Fundraising:
“Daintree Not at Risk”

Federal Member for Leichhardt, Warren Entsch, has slammed the Gondwana Rainforest Trust for
what he calls blatant deception, accusing the organisation of misleading donors by falsely claiming
that land in the Daintree Rainforest is at risk of development.

At the centre of the controversy is Lot 92 Cape Tribulation Road, a property the group is actively
fundraising for under the pretence that it must be “saved” from destruction. However, official
advice from Douglas Shire Council has confirmed that the site is not at risk of development under
any circumstances.

"The claims being made by Gondwana Rainforest Trust are completely false,” Mr Entsch said. “They
are telling donors that this land is under imminent threat of clearing and development, when in
reality, it is zoned for conservation and cannot be built on, cleared, or developed in any way.”

Council Confirms: No Development Possible

In written advice provided to Mr Entsch’s office, Douglas Shire Council has stated that Lot 92 is
within a protected conservation zone and has no development rights. The land falls within Precinct
1 - General Conservation, meaning that unless there is previous lawful clearing on the site—which
there is not, based on historic aerial imagery—it cannot be lawfully developed or altered.

"This isn't speculation. The local government planning authority has confirmed in writing that this
land cannot and will not be developed. Yet Gondwana is still running a public misinformation
campaign—claiming that Lot 92 is zoned for development—to con well-meaning donors into
thinking they're ‘saving’ something that was never in danger in the first place,” Mr Entsch said.

False Advertising and Potential Fraud

The Gondwana Rainforest Trust is currently running 24 separate advertisements on social media
platforms, soliciting donations with misleading claims that the Daintree Rainforest is under threat.
These advertisements use sensationalised imagery and even feature Sir David Attenborough,
despite no evidence that he has endorsed their campaign.

Mr Entsch says this raises serious legal and ethical concerns.

“This is nothing short of fraudulent. Under Section 408C of the Queensland Criminal Code, it is
illegal to dishonestly obtain a benefit or advantage through deception,” he said.



False advertising in charity fundraising is also unlawful, and Mr Entsch is now calling for the
appropriate authorities to investigate.

Communities Under Siege by Fake Environmentalists

Mr Entsch, a long-time advocate for balanced environmental conservation that respects both the
land and the people who live there, says groups like Gondwana Rainforest Trust do not engage
with local communities but instead operate as ideological activists.

“For decades, we have seen outsider groups parachute into the Daintree and dictate to the locals
as if they don’t belong there,” he said. “This is yet another example of a group profiting off
deception while undermining the very people who actually live in and care for this environment.”

Entsch to Meet with Daintree Locals Next Week

These developments come as Mr Entsch prepares to visit the Daintree early next week to meet
with local residents and discuss ongoing conservation efforts.

“I will be up there meeting with the community, hearing their concerns, and standing with them
against these deceptive fundraising tactics. The people who live in the Daintree deserve to be
respected—not vilified by self-serving activist groups,” he said.

“It is deeply disturbing that organisations like this keep springing up in the area. | suspect that their
aim is to land bank solely for their own financial benefit. They weaponise these emotional claims
of rainforest destruction—which couldn’t be further from the truth and actually only serves to hurt
the reputation of the Daintree community,”

“I honestly would not be surprised if one day these organisations suddenly became the future
developers of some of these sites that they've already acquired,” he said.

Mr Entsch is urging the ACNC (Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission) and consumer
protection authorities to investigate whether the Gondwana Rainforest Trust is in breach of their
obligations as a charity.

“According to ACNC financial records the Gondwana Rainforest Trust is spending hundreds of
thousands of dollars annually between fundraising activities, communications and advocacy. These
efforts are not just within Australia, they are soliciting donations from overseas as well,”

“If you've donated to this campaign believing this land was under threat, you've been misled. |
suggest you ask for your money back.”

ENDS

MEDIA CONTACT
Office of Warren Entsch MP - Samuel Batt (07 4051 2220) | Samuel.Batt@aph.gov.au




Save the Daintree Rainforest
J 20h-Q

You can Save the Daintree Rainforest. When Lot 92 Cape Tribulation Road was offered for
sale by a real estate agent we acted quickly and raised the funds for a deposit. Now we have
the option to buy this 8.9 hectare freehold property and ensure it's protected forever. Every $5
you donate will purchase and protect 1 sgm of Lot 92 Cape Tribulation Road at Cow Bay.
Please see more information and donate now at https://www.savethedaintree.org/lot-92-
cape-tribulation-road

The beautiful rainforest on Lot 92 Cape Tribulation Road deserves the same level of protection
as the Daintree National Park that borders it, but this freehold property is currently zoned for
rural residential development by the Douglas Shire Council.

For just $5 a square metre, you can help us purchase and protect this incredibly important
piece of the Daintree Lowland Rainforest.

#SaveTheDaintree #DaintreeBuyBack #daintreerainforest
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From: Daniel Lamond <daniel.lamond@douglas.gld.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 27 February 2025 1:53 PM

To: Batt, Samuel (W. Entsch, MP) <Samuel.Batt@aph.gov.au>
Subject: L92 on RP738933 Cape Tribulation Road

Hi 5am,
Thanks fur ',ruur EI‘I{:II.III"\F re.gardlng Iand use rlghts anl:l status of Lut 92 on Eape Tnbulatlun Ruad

The planning scheme alsa mcludes ‘tn:al plan precmcts which trump the znnrng of Iand and gr-.re or restrn:t Iand use
rights.

Lot 92 is within Precinct 1- ‘General Conservation’. This means that if there is no lawfully established and maintained
clearing on the site, then it has no land use rights and cannot be cleared or developed. So if an applicant submitted a
development application for a land use, they would have to provide evidence of lawful clearing on the site, and
demonstrate that the clearing has been maintained, as part of the Development Application documentation. This is
fairly easy to assess because we have access to historic and current aerial imagery.

Historic imagery on the gld governments Qimagery website shows no clearing in the last decade from what | can
see.

See the local plan mapping from the planning scheme here: https://douglas.qgld.gov.au/download/planning-
scheme/LPM-002-Diwan-Cow-Bay-Local-Plan-Precincts-Map.pdf

| can provide the sections from the planning scheme which set this framework out if necessary.

See imagery below of the site with no clearings:

Essentially this site is not at risk of development.

Kind regards,

Daniel Lamond | Af Team Leader Planning
Environment & Planning

P +61 7 4099 9456 | W douglas.gld.gov.au
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 Milkions of years in the making, an ancient
rainforest can vanish in an instan

§ Avmeless masterpiece of nature, sculpted over
milions of yoars, these forests are vanishing before
OUr CYBS.

(&) The Duéntree rainforest, where the rainforest meets
thi reet” in Australia’s Wet Tropics continues 1o be
threatened by development 1o this day.

You can make 3 difference. Every dollar you give
transforms into a shield, guarding precous rainforest
land that adeoins the Wet Tropics World Hernage area
These rainforests shefter a treasure trove of life, from
the enchanting Bonnett's Tree-kanganso 1o the elusive
Striped Possum, along with countiess other vulnerable
SpOcios

() Time is of the essence, and wa must act quickly.

@ Your monthly donation is a lifeline for the
cotraondinary wildemess that calls the wropscal
rainforest home. Your support will protect not only the
land bu ads0 the counthess creatunes in it

£1 What could be mane profiound than leaving a lasting
legacy on this planet?

E:t Yolr reguilar support BT just an act of kindness;
it's a promise 1o the future, a commitment 1o

saleguanding the kfe that graces this ancient
rainforest

¥ The rainforest and its inhabitants ane counting on
you You can ensurne this vital plece of natural hefitage
endures for generations 1o come

—

YOU GIVE TRANSFORMS
INTD A SHIE WG FAEC
RAINFORES JOINS THE

@, SAVE THE
DAINTREE

Gondwana Rainforest Trust
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Gondwana Rainforest Trust
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& Milligns of years in the making, an ancient
rainforest can vanish in an instant

§ A timeless masterpiece of nature, sculpted over
milions of years, these forests are vanishing before
our cyes

(2 The Daintree rainforest, where ‘the rainforest meets
thar rded in Australia’s Wet Tropics continues 1o be
threatened by development 10 this day.

You can make 3 difference. Every dollar you give
transfoms into a shisld, guanding precious rainforest
fand that adcins the Wet Tropics Weorld Heritage area
These renforests shefter a treasune trove of life, from
the enchanting Bennett's Trec-kanganco 1o the elusive
Striped Possum, aéong with countless other vulnerable
SPOTHS

(&) Time is of the essence. and we must act quickdy.

W Your monthly donation is a lifeline for the
cxtraondnary wilderness that calls the ropscal
rainforest home. Your support will protect not only the
Land but also the countléss Croatunes in it

£3 What coubd be moene profiound than leaving a lasting
legacy on this plangt?

E: Yiour regular support B st an act of kindness,
iT's a promise to the future, a commetment 1o
sateguanding the life that graces this ancient
rainforest

A The rainforest and its inhabitants are counting on
you You can ensure this vital plece of natural hefitage
endures Hor QEnerationg 10 Come

-
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. Gondwana Rainforest Trust
1¥  Sponsored

& Millions of yoars in the making, an ancient
rainforest can vanish in an instant

@ Atimeless masterplece of natuie, sculpted over
millions of years, these forests are vanishing before
our cyes

(2 The Daintree rainforest, where ‘the rainforest meets
tha roef in Austraka’s Wet Tropics continues 1o be
threatened by development 1o this day.

You can make o difference. Every dollar you give
transforms into a shield, guarding precious ninfonest
land that adpoins the Wet Tropics World Heritage area
These rainforests shefter a treasure trove of life, from
the enchanting Bennett’s Tree-kanganoo to the dusive
Striped Possum, along with countless other vulinerable

SpOCies.
(&) Time is of the essence. and we must act quickly.

W Your monthly donation is a Efeline for the
extradidinany wildemness that calls the wopecal
rainforest home. Your support will protect not only the
land but also the counthess creatunes in it

£3 What coubd be moare profound than leaving a lasting
legacy on this planet?

& Yiolr regular support ksn just an act of kindness,
it's a promise to the future, & commetment 1o
safeguanding the life that graces this sncient
rainforest

¥ The rainforest and its inhabitants are counting on
youu. You can ensurne this vital piece of natural heritage
endures for QEneTations 10 Come

AND IT'S
NOT THIS ONE.
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P Milbons of years in the making, an ancient
rainforest can vanssh in an instam

.- A tmeless mastonpiece of nature, Sculpted over
milions of years, these forests are vanishing before
Our eyes.

(&) The Daéntree rainforest, where the rainforest meets
thia reet” in Augtraia’s Wet Tropics continues 10 be
threatenod by development 1o this day.

You can make o difference. Every dollar you give
transforms into a shield, guarding precious rainforest
land that adoins the Wet Tropics Werld Heritage area
These rainforests shofter a treasurne trove of life, from
thir enchanting Bonnet's Tree-kanganod 1o the elusive
Striped Possum, along with countiess other vulnerable
Spotics

() Time is of the essence, and wa must act quickly.

@ Your monzhly donation is a lifeline for the
exnraordinary wildemess that calls the tropscal
rainforest home. Your support will protect not only the
land but also the counthess creatunes in it

£1 What could be mone profiound than leaving a lasting
legacy on this planet?

s Your regular Support isn just an act of Kindness;
iTsa Proimase 10 the !LHIJTE. a Commitment 10
safeguarding the kfe that graces this ancient
rainforest

¥ The rainforest and its inhabitants ane counting on
you You can ensure this vital piece of natuwral heritage
endures fof generations 1o come
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<= Gondwana Rainforest Trust
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& Millicns of years in the making, an ancient
rainfongst Con vanish in an instont

@ Atimoless masterpiece of nature, sculpted over
milions of years, these forests are vanishing before
OUr Cyes.

(2 The Daintree rainforest, where ‘the rainforest meets
tha el in Australa’s Wet Tropics continues 10 be
threatened by development 1o this day.

You can malke 8 difference. Every dollar you give
transfomms into a shisld, guanding preckous minforest
Eand that adoins the Wet Tropics World Heritage area
These rainforests shefter a treasune trove of life, from
the enchanting Bennet's Tree-kangancs 1o the elusive
Striped Possum, along with countiess other vulnerabile
SPOCES

(%) Tirne is of the essence, and we must act quickdy.

@ Your monthly donation is a lifeline for the
exraddinary wilderness that calls the tropecal
rainforest home. Your support will protect not only the
Land but also the countless creatunes in it

£3 What could be mone profiound than leaving a Lasting
legacy on this planet?

(B Your regular Support ism just an act of Kindness:
iT's a promise 1o the future, a commitment 1o
sateguanding the life that graces this ancient
rainforest

#F The rainforest and its inhabitants are counting on
you You can ensure this vital plece of natural heritage
endures for Qenerations 1o come
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'. Sponsored
Heldp protect Lot 463 Black Bean Road in the world's
oldest continuously existing wopecal ramforest, the
Daintree. Donate now at
hnps e, savethedaintnes. o0g/101-463-black-bean-
road

Located in Cow Bay, Far North Queensiand, the Daintree
Rainforest and the Wet Tropics has beon describod by
David Attenborough a5 “The most extraordinary place on
earth.” A refuge for the world’s most ancient flowering
plants and unique and endangered animals, the Daintree
has a lineage of more than 150 méllion yeans, making it
the workds oldest continuously exsting tropical
rainforest

Lot 463 Black Bean Road is a 1.4-hectare (14,000 squane
mitre) property kocated in Cow Bay. adjacent 1o the
Workd Heritage-listed Daintres National Park. This
proporty is home to endangered species like the
SOUthern cassowary and thi spectacied fying-fio, but
s the rainforest itself that is critically important.

We need 1o raise funds now so this property can be
protected forever and managed for conservation. By
protecting Lot 463 Black Bean Road, we ensure
connectivity across the landscape, preventing
fragmentation of the rainforest that is critical for
béodhversity.

Fragmentation occurs when forests are divided into
srnaller blocks, oreatng whal is known a5 the “edge
efiect” This has been shown to haom blodiversity by
disrupting natural processes, such as the mowement of
speches and the regeneration of native plants

The vegetation on Lot 463 Black Beon Road is classed
as Regional Ecosystem 7.11.1a and 7.3.10a, which ane
Ested as "Of Concern™ under the Queensiand Vieget ation
Management Act 1999, It provides critical habitat for
Spocies ke the endangered southern cassowary and the
spectacied Mying-fox. Managing this land for
conservation will ensure their long-term Survival,

For madne information about this project, visit our FAQS
hitpac/fwoww savethedaintree. org/daintree-buyback-fags

Mk your tao-geduc tible donaton now ot
hitpa./{'wew. savethedaintree org/lo1-463-biack-hean-
foad

Gondwana Rainforest Trust i a registened charity with
the Australian Charithes and Mot-for-profits Commission

b

- :l

Sumpors the creation of the

BLACK BEAN RAINFOREST
REFUGE

------ A TRECANTRIL SRS

BT ARELLTED WITH RETE

Profect Lod 453 Black Baan Road Help Create
the Black Bean Hainforest Refuge

i prmesey Lov A0 Sk Sear Snad o the Do
Eesderyn Locesed i Cow Sy Far Nork

Donate Now

Gondwana Rainforest Trust
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&5 Gondwana Rainforest Trust
- Sponsored

Help protect Lot %2 Cape Tribulation Road in the Daintree
Rainforest—your donation can peevent further
development and protect this important pece of
rainforest for future

Every 55 you donate protects one square matre of this
B.9-hectare propery. We neod 10 rakse 5445000 1o
socune, profiect, and restone Lot 92, preventing further
fragmentation of the Daintree lowland rainforest. By
soecuring this property, we can maintain crucial habitat
and connectivity for wildiifie

Donate today 1o protect the Daintree Rainforest and its
unigue fawna and flora. Your support is critical in
ensuring this property is managed for consenation

Make your tax-deductible donation now at
hipssfwaw savethodaantnes, org/1o1-92-Cape-tribulation-
road

For more information, visit
hnps.fwew savethedainthee. org/daintroe-buyback-fags

Gondwana Rainforest Trust s a registened charity with
the Australian Charities and Not-for-peofits Commission
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. Gondwana Rainforest Trust
£ Sponsored

@ The Daintree Rainforest Needs You!

Lot 92 Cape Tribulation Road is a high-priority sie for
conservation, home to rane species and fragile
COOSYSIEMS

For just 55 per sguane meter, your donation will help
secure this vital rainforest property and support critical

Every square meter saved makes 2 lasting impact on this
extracrdinany natural wonder @9

B Donate now to join us in safeguarding the Daintree
for Qenerations 10 come!

hitps:ffwens savethedaintree org/lot-02-cape-tribul athon-
foad

W L TTES AMTRIL 282

T AFPLATES Wit T

At N %0 Save Lot 92 and Protect the
[ T

'y Sarew Los ¥ - Dommte Today

Donate Now
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-+ Gondwana Rainforest Trust
i Sponsored

Help protect Lot 463 Black Bean Road in the workd's
oldest continuousty existing ropical rainforest, the
Daintree. Donate now at

hitps.ffwww savethedaintnes. org/lo1-463-black-bean-
road

Located in Cow Bay, Far Morth Queensland, the Daintree
Rainforest and the Wet Tropics has boeon described by
David Attenborough 35 “the most extraordinary place on
earth.” A refuge for the world’s most ancient flowering
plants and uniqua and endangened animals, the Daintree
has a lneage of mone than 150 milion years, making it
the workd's cldest continuously existing tropécal
rainforest.

Lot 463 Black Bean Road is a 1.4-hectare (14,000 square
maztre) property bocated in Cow Bay, adjacent to the
World Heritage-listed Daintree Mational Park. This
property is home to endangerod species ke the
southemn cassowary and the spectacied fiying-foo, but
it's the rainforest itself that is critically important

We need 1o raise funds now 50 this property can be
protected forever and managed for conservation. By
protecting Lot 463 Black Bean Road, we ensure
CONNGCTvity across the nNdscape, preventing
fragmentation of the rainforest that is critical for
blodiversity

Fragmentation otcurs when forests are divided into
emaller blocks, creating what is known 25 the “edge
efiect” This has been shown to harm biodersity by
disrupting natural processes, such as the movement of
Species and the regeneration of nathe plams

The vegetation on Lot 463 Black Bean Road is classed
a5 Regaonal Ecosystemn 7.17.7a and 7.3.10a, which are
Ested as "Of Concern” under the Queensiand Vegetation
Management Act 1959, it provides critscal habitat for
species ke the endangered southern cassowary and the
spectached flying-fox. Managing this land for
consenvanon will ensune thear long-term survival,

For mode information about this project, visit our FAGS
hmps . feoerw. savethedastnes. org/ daintree-buyback-fags

Make your tax-deductible donation now at
hitpsfwew. savethedaintnee org/lo1-463-black-bean-
roedd

Gondwana Rainforest Trust is a registered charity with
the Australion Charities and Mot-for-profits Commission

L T P
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Protect Lo 443 Black Bean Road: Help Create
Ehe Biack Bean Hainforest Refuge

il pesteet Lot S0 Black Dot Road s e Dairtne
Rmieboit Located i Cow By Far North

Donate Now
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= Gondwana Rainforest Trust
o7 Sponsored

& Millions of yoars in the making, an ancient
rainforest can vanesh in an instant

§ A timeless masterpiece of nature, sculpted over
milions of years, these forests are vanishing before
our Ly

(©) The Daintroe rainforest, whore ‘the rainforest meets
the reel” in Australiy’s Wet Tropics continues to be
theeatened by development to this day

You can make a difference, Every dollar you give
transficrms into o shickd, guarding precious rainforest
land that adpoins the Wet Tropics World Heritage anea
These rainforests shefter a treasune trowe of life, from
the enchanting Bennett's Tred-kanganos 1o the elusie
Swriped Possum, slong with countless other vulnerabile
species

G Tirrwz 15 of the essence, and we must a0t gusckdy,

P Your monthly donation is a lifeline for the
exiraordmary wilderness that calls the tropécal
rainforest home. Your support will protect nat only the
land but also the countless creatures in it

#m1mmwcwmmmmwamnm
legacy on this plangt?

{5 Your regular Support ismt just an act of Kindness:;
'S 3 promise 10 the fulure, & commetment 1o
saleguarding the life that graces this ancient
rainforest

A The rainforest and its inhabitants are counting on
you You can ensure this vital plece of natural heritage
endures for generations 10 come.
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Save the Daintree Rainforest
Sponsored - Pasd for by Gondwana Rainforest
Trust

Unapproved clearing and settiemant is destroying critical
rairforest habitat in the Dantree Rainforest. We'ne calling
on Douglas Shire Coundil 1o enfodce its kocal planning
larws to protect the Daintree Lowland Rainforest. This
ancient inforest i home 1o endangerned spocies,
including the Southern Cassovwary, and reguines
ImmedRaTe HCTON 10 preServe 1S baddnversimy. Join us in
urging the Council 10 enforce existing planning Lxws and
provent further unapproved cleaning

-

STOP ILLEGAL
CLERFING AND
SETTUEMENT

IN THE DAINTREE!

Sign the pasian! Sign up
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Save the Daintres Rainforest
Sponsdred « Pad for by Gondwana Rainforest
Trust

Electric ants afe Spreading in the Daintreg Rainfonest,
thieatening s ecosysiern and econofmy, Since October
2022, new infestations have been found, reguiring urgent
action. As one of the workd's worst iwvashe species,
clectric ants impact the environment, wildlife, agriculture,
tourism, and human healh. We call on Federal
Ervronment Minister Tanya Plibersek 10 increase
funding and take immediate action to protect the
Daintree for future generations

Fgn the petition Sign up
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